Integrated Curriculum
NOTE: To be read in conjunction with Excursion Scope and Sequence
RATIONALE
At Craigieburn South Primary school, the purpose of Integrated Curriculum is to provide learning experiences that
enhance students’ perception of themselves as part of the wider world. The units of work that are developed are
done so in accordance with the Victorian Curriculum within a framework that reflects particular priorities and
approaches to teaching and learning. The teaching and learning through the Integrated Curriculum is structured
around a range of subjects and topic areas, with a focus selected which forms the basis of the investigation each
term.
The school’s Integrated Curriculum combines the domains of Humanities, History, Geography, Economics, Civics and
Citizenship, Design, Creativity and Technology, Health and Performing arts.
It is organised:
 Vertically (that is, key understandings accurately reflect the intent of the Victorian Curriculum)
 Horizontally (that is, concepts build sequentially over the seven years of primary schooling).
Integrating the curriculum assists with children’s thinking skills, social skills, values and attitudes between subjects.
Learning is made relevant and meaningful through an Integrated approach, acknowledging that children learn
through experience, interest, and active participation.
The learning focus is explicit so students understand exactly what is being learnt and why. Children are encouraged
to be active participants in learning activities that are challenging and motivating and are encouraged to work in a
variety of groupings including ability, friendship, whole class, with partners or small groups. Activities aim to cater for
individual learning styles and abilities and reflection time is incorporated into lessons. Students are provided with
timely feedback and are supported in going forward.
An inquiry-based approach is used when teaching Integrated Curriculum as a means of enhancing the students’ skills
needed to investigate and communicate information in an independent and self-disciplined way. A positive attitude
towards learning is to be encouraged so that each student achieves success.

PURPOSE
An Integrated Curriculum enables students to confidently and competently develop and justify views about ageappropriate issues related to the world around them. They will address all understandings and skills, as detailed in
the Victorian Curriculum, in a positive and secure environment. It allows students to become global citizens and
understand key concepts.

IMPLEMENTATION
 Integrated Curriculum will be taught by combining Victorian Curriculum domains in an Integrated manner. The
Integrated Curriculum scope and sequence ensures that all areas of each level of the Victorian Curriculum are
studied over the seven years of primary schooling.
 Integrated Curriculum will be documented using the Inquiry model planner (see Attachment 1). The planner
consists of a conceptual through line.

ASSESSMENT
 Assessment in Integrated Curriculum, using the Victorian Curriculum, will be ongoing and will consist of
checklists, anecdotal records, work samples and actions that student take to demonstrate their applied
knowledge, skills and behaviours (for example, the implementation of school, local, national and global projects
that address issues that students have identified).

Evaluation
This policy will be reviewed every 3 years as per DET requirements.
This policy was reviewed in 2019
The policy will be reviewed in 2022.

Attachment 1
Stages of inquiry
1. Framing the Inquiry:
o Establishing a worthwhile context and compelling question
o Identifying conceptual underpinnings
o Making links with the system/school curriculum
o Identifying understanding goals
o Identifying key skills and dispositions
o Identifying possible indicators of understanding
2. Tuning in/Preparing to find out:
o Focussing on the key understandings that underpin the unit
o Setting the context by introducing an authentic issue or problem relevant to the students’ current
daily lives
o Generating interest, curiosity or uncertainty
o Establishing prior knowledge (and possible misconceptions)
o Providing purpose, the big picture and authenticity
o Motivating, exciting, engaging
o Getting students thinking, talking and asking questions about the topic.
3. Finding out:
o Setting the scene for new learning
o Taking students beyond what they already know
o Gathering new information to address the compelling question
o Learning how to organise and manage the process of finding out
o Having shared experiences
o Collecting information/data
o Learning how to efficiently record information gathered.
4. Sorting out:
o Sorting out information gathered in the Finding out stage
o Making meaning of the information gathered
o Revealing new thinking and deeper understanding
o Answering questions
o Reviewing/revising early thinking and synthesising
o Interpreting the information and communicating with others.
5. Going further:
o Extending students’ understanding
o Possible individual, pair or small group inquiry opportunities based on what the students want to
know (Refer to student-generated questions from the Tuning in/Preparing to find out stage)
o Students work more independently on investigations.
6. Reflection and action:
o Refocussing on the key understanding that underpins the unit
o Pulling the learning together
o Drawing conclusions about what has been learnt and setting new goals
o Providing opportunities to empower students to act on what they have learnt and make a
difference to their current (and future) lives
o Helping students apply their learning to other contexts
o Assessing final understanding and growth in skills
7. Evaluation:
o Reviewing the inquiry to identify strengths and weaknesses
o Identifying recommendations for future planning

