Mathematics Policy
RATIONALE
Mathematics is a key component of the Victorian Curriculum that organises mathematical content into the following
three strands: Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and Probability.
These content strands are broken down into sub-strands that explore mathematical topics at relevant stages of
learning development across various levels of the curriculum.
Students need to develop an understanding that mathematics is used beyond the classroom and that numerate
people apply mathematical skills in a wide range of situations and contexts. Students need to develop an
understanding of the language of mathematics and be able to use it effectively. At Craigieburn South Primary
School, we believe that students’ learning of mathematics will be enhanced through a documented, guaranteed and
viable curriculum. The program we will offer will be relevant and meaningful to the students and will follow the CSPS
Instructional Model which is based on the gradual release of responsibility model. Learning tasks will be
developmentally appropriate and include explicit teaching of concepts, problem solving and open-ended maths tasks
which connect to real-life experiences. Students will be encouraged to develop an enthusiasm and interest in
Mathematics in an environment that is stimulating, encouraging and success orientated.

PURPOSE
Craigieburn South Primary School believes that its mathematics program will allow students to:
 be exposed to a comprehensive Mathematics program that addresses the essential mathematical knowledge and
skills in Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and Probability with extension to Year 7
(and beyond) for advanced students
 demonstrate essential mathematical and numeracy skills necessary for successful personal, home, work and
community life
 demonstrate learning of essential skills and knowledge in mathematics at and beyond the expected level of
progress and demonstrate growth in the progress of their learning
 experience a differentiated and challenging curriculum that develops high-level thinking whilst supporting all
students at their assessed point of need
 develop an understanding of mathematical concepts and fluency with their processes, and to be able to pose and
solve problems
 provide a program where students will be encouraged to be self-motivated so that they see purpose and value in
their achievements in Mathematics
 participate in learning experiences that support the application of mathematical knowledge and skills through
open-ended learning tasks and make connections in mathematical learning with other curriculum areas and
contexts
 have opportunities to use a variety of digital and hands-on mathematical resources and capably select and use a
range of mathematical tools as aids when measuring, constructing and calculating
 confidently communicate about mathematics verbally, symbolically, in writing and using diagrams and graphs,
using the language and conventions of numeracy and mathematics as appropriate across learning areas.

IMPLEMENTATION
The school Mathematics curriculum is based on the Victorian Curriculum F-10 for Mathematics. It is organised
around the content strands: Number and Algebra, Geometry and Measurement, and Statistics and Probability, and
the four proficiency strands: Understanding, Fluency, Problem Solving and Reasoning.
To implement a guaranteed and viable curriculum, teachers at CSPS will:
 devise the yearly planners using the Victorian Curriculum F-10 prescribed content and achievement standards,
activities, resources and progression points
 plan collaboratively within teams using student data (formative assessment) and be supported by leadership

 plan consistent language and approaches for the teaching of Mathematics by referring to and implementing the
language and examples for the four processes as outlined in Teaching primary mathematics (Booker, et al)
 recognise that students learn at different rates, have different learning needs and learning styles, and as such will
differentiate planning and arrange for the flexible grouping of students
 plan lessons that cater for the students’ zone of proximal development and focus on maximising learning growth
for all students
 report on student progress in Mathematics using the Victorian Curriculum and follow the whole school
assessment schedule in mathematics to administer and analyse key mathematics assessments
 provide timely intervention for students progressing below the expected level
 share skills, knowledge and expertise through collaborative dialogue
 ensure that a minimum of five hours of learning in mathematics will occur over each five-day school week, with a
specific purpose for each session as referenced in planning documents
 incorporate recommended key teaching approaches into the classroom mathematics program, with lesson
structures that follow the CSPS instructional model: number fluency, explicit teaching, independent tasks,
teacher focus groups, one-to-one feedback and opportunities for students to use digital and/or hands-on
resources
 ensure the teaching and learning programs will build on students’ interests, strengths, goals and learning needs,
to ensure engagement and successful mathematics learning
 planning documents and student work will show a balance of learning tasks that provide students with
opportunities to learn mathematical skills and processes as well as apply their understanding through openended learning tasks
The numeracy program will:
 follow the DET guidelines for the teaching of mathematics and the Victorian Curriculum F-10
 use a variety of teaching approaches (guided, shared, modelled, etc.) in-line with best practice
 include daily numeracy sessions with a minimum of five hours per week
 include number fluency at the beginning of every maths lesson to build automatic recall and number awareness
 teach concepts explicitly and provide scaffolded learning for the students
 have clear and appropriate learning intentions and success criteria for lessons that are explicitly examined and
displayed by the teacher at the beginning of each Mathematics lesson
 provide extension, enrichment and intervention activities to meet the learning needs of students working above
and below the expected level
 have an emphasis on active learning where students have hands-on experiences that develop an understanding
of Mathematics and where possible, be based on real life and authentic activities
 encourage students to develop strategies through meaningful, relevant activities, including open-ended tasks and
teacher questioning
 each class will have access to a range of concrete materials, references and calculators with additional materials
available in a central location for borrowing
 computer software is available in the computer room and in classrooms
 provide students with meaningful reflection time and teacher feedback
 Numeracy Leading Teacher and Numeracy PLT to work with the School Improvement Team to oversee the
implementation of the mathematics program and evaluate the success based on student data
 include the establishment of a Mathematics Program Budget which will be evaluated each year to ensure
adequate resource provision across the school
 supported by the school leadership team determining the need for staff professional learning in Mathematics and
will organise provision where appropriate.
The Numeracy Leading Teacher will promote mathematics throughout the school, utilising opportunities such as
National Numeracy Week.
 Assessing Mathematics –
Teachers will:
o Use assessment for, as and of student learning
o Teacher-constructed pre and post-tests provide evidence of student growth; such tests need to be developed
with academic rigour in mind
o Ensure assessment tasks allow for the identification of students working above, at and below the level

o Use data from a variety of assessment tasks (as outlined in the school’s assessment schedule) to make
informed, on-balanced judgements about student progress and achievement against the achievement
standards
o Follow the whole-school assessment schedule for Mathematics.

EVALUATION
The development and implementation of programs under this policy needs to be based on the rigorous evaluation of
data which will be recorded on SPA (Student Performance Analyser). Teachers will refer to the school’s assessment
schedule and student work samples to record, assess and report on student progress and performance.

Evaluation
This policy will be reviewed every 3 years as per DET requirements.
This policy was reviewed in 2019
The policy will be reviewed in 2022

