English as an Additional Language (EAL)
RATIONALE
At Craigieburn South Primary School, we believe that a sound understanding and competency in the use of English
language is the key to success in all students’ learning at school and in the wider community. To achieve this, the
school must assist students who are English as an Additional Language (EAL) learners to develop competence and
confidence in using English that allows them, over time, to fully participate in both social and school based contexts.
English as an Additional Language (EAL) learners are a diverse group, and their learning needs vary. The need to
develop new cultural understandings, in both the educational contexts and in the wider community is paramount.
The EAL Program will promote in students the continued development of concepts while expanding their English
language skills. Through language use, students convey and discover information, work through ideas and express
feelings. EAL students need targeted English language teaching, extra time, support and exposure to English before
they can attain the learning outcomes described in the English domain of the Victorian Curriculum. The EAL Program
will also develop in students an understanding of the learning styles and expectations of the Australian schooling
system. Catering for the language and literacy development of EAL learners is a long term, shared school community
commitment. At Craigieburn South Primary School, we value diversity and work with all community members to
support student learning, wellbeing and family engagement with the school.

AIMS
The broad aims of the EAL program are to:
 Cater for the cultural and linguistic needs and interests of students who come from language backgrounds other
than English.
 Develop the verbal and non-verbal communication skills necessary for the effective understanding and
production of language.
 Contribute to EAL students’ conceptual development whilst developing their English language skills.
 Promote/assist the development of literacy.
 Develop in students from language backgrounds other than English a level of competency and confidence with
English in order to have access to success in school and our society.
 Ensure all students are supported to reach their personal and academic potential
 Enable all students and families with the opportunity to participate in mainstream classroom tasks and wider
community events.
 Provide and promote an understanding of cultural diversity at Craigieburn South.
 To engage EAL families in the school environment.

PURPOSE
The EAL curriculum aims to develop students’ competence in English in the following areas:
 an ability to use and understand English in a variety of contexts
 to gain control over the structures and grammatical features of English
 an ability to use strategies that facilitate the acquisition of English and to negotiate communication in English.

IMPLEMENTATION
 EAL learners will be supported by an EAL teacher and an EAL program.
 EAL students include students who are:
o
o
o
o

Beginning school in Australia at any year level
Born overseas or in Australia
Beginning school with little, some or no exposure to English
With schooling equivalent to that received by their chronological peers


















o With little or no previous formal schooling in any country, or with severely interrupted education in their first
language.
The school will be aware of EAL and refugee students and will communicate this to staff.
The enrolment process will seek information about EAL and refugee students in relation to number of years in
Australia, language spoken, past school experiences, outside agencies involved with the family/student
Priority will be given to first phase learners, including new arrivals. For these students the program may be
withdrawal either individually or in small groups.
Where possible, support will be given to second phase learners in classrooms.
The appointed EAL teacher will be responsible for coordinating all aspects of the EAL program including program
budget submissions, census details, excursions etc.
The EAL teacher is required to work with other classroom teachers, EAL aides, literacy aides and interpreters,
school teams, sections and faculties to develop and implement an individualised EAL program for all students
identified as ‘in need’.
The EAL teacher is also a resource person for other members of the school community.
Student’s individual abilities must be measured at the commencement of each unit of work, and learning
opportunities must be provided that cater for the identified needs of each student.
Key school information during the enrolment process and throughout the year will be translated where required
Staff will receive professional learning/reading in relation to providing EAL pedagogies
Teaching and learning and assessment advice will be accessed from the EAL Developmental Continuum F-10 and
EAL Handbook
Language interpreters will be used to support family engagement where required
Home school partnerships and parent engagement will be encouraged
Connections to students first language and culture will be valued
EAL students are invited to participate in homework club to support them with completing their homework
The school will access the English Language School onsite and other outside agencies to support EAL and refugee
students as required.

EAL learners are helped to use English confidently by:
o making use of visual materials
o having experience in varied activities
o working in small groups and individually
o participating in student presentations (oral and written) of projects/publications
o using content which focuses on students’ daily lives as a starting point
o being provided with a wide range of materials to aid language development
o being exposed to the whole language approach – oral language will be presented in a meaningful context and
practised in large units (sentences, paragraphs, stories), incorporating a variety of teaching styles from which
listening, speaking, reading and writing will develop. Activities may include: songs, chants, games, drama and
role play, literature, excursions, reading and writing activities.
o Records will be kept of students who have participated in the program and these will be passed on to
appropriate staff at the beginning of the school year.

ASSESSMENT
 Assessment and Reporting will be a shared responsibility between the EAL teacher and classroom teacher and
will be based upon the EAL Developmental Continuum P-10.
 Student progress in EAL will be reported in half year and end of year academic reports.
 EAL evaluation will be
o the teacher’s EAL assessment records of the students
o EAL Progression profiles and Standards
o some dated samples of various work.
 EAL evaluation will include:
o observation and questioning
o written reports
o anecdotal notes
o checklists
o self-evaluation
o participation.

 All relevant information and samples of student work will be passed on to the appropriate staff member at the
end/beginning of the year.

Evaluation
This policy will be reviewed every 3 years as per DET requirements.
This policy was reviewed in 2019
The policy will be reviewed in 2022

