ENGLISH
RATIONAL
At Craigieburn South Primary School, we believe that students’ learning will be enhanced by a consistent and
comprehensive approach to reading and viewing, writing, speaking and listening. The programs will be
developmentally appropriate and incorporate high impact teaching strategies to enable students to achieve their
fullest potential. Students will be encouraged to develop an enthusiasm and interest in English in an environment
that is stimulating, encouraging and success orientated. Learning tasks will cater for the students’ zone of proximal
development. Students are encouraged to develop a love of books and the disposition to read. We strive to teach all
our students to enjoy a variety of texts so that they will become independent, critical, life-long readers and learners.
We believe reading is a vital skill and this belief underpins the emphasis we place on the teaching of reading in our
school. The development of language is supported by ensuring programs are relevant and meaningful to the
students and all students share their thoughts, ideas and opinions in a respectful environment of co-operation and
collaboration. Active and effective participation in society depends on the ability to communicate effectively.

PURPOSE





To communicate effectively as a functional member of society.
To develop students’ thinking and problem solving skills in order to express opinions to support their thinking.
To foster in students the confidence, desire and ability to express their views both verbally and in writing.
To provide a balanced program using the skills of Reading and Viewing, Writing and Speaking and Listening based
on Victorian Curriculum with extension to Year 7 (and beyond) for advanced students.
 To provide a program where students will be encouraged to be self-motivated in their attitude so that they see
purpose and value in their achievements in English.
 To provide English learning that is based on the widest possible variety of experiences.
 To promote a wide use of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) and media texts as a medium for the
further development of language across the curriculum.

IMPLEMENTATION
 Follow the CSPS Instructional Model based on the gradual release of responsibility.
 The teaching of language will focus on the demonstrated developmental needs of the child using the Victorian
Curriculum.
 Systematic and explicit phonics instruction to support the development of reading and writing.
 Use of a range of core teaching practices to teach literacy.
 Implementation of practices and resources based on the Four Resources Model to support reading and writing.
 Daily Reading and Writing sessions timetabled from years Prep – 6.
 Year level teams will develop English term planners, based on Victorian Curriculum, from which they will draw the
content of their weekly planning.
 Students requiring additional assistance may have the opportunity to participate in programs which can include
reading intervention or any other literacy programs that are deemed suitable. (Refer to the Reading intervention
policy, English as an Additional Language policy and Speech policy.)
 Students in 4-6, working at least 6 months above the level in Reading may be included in the Reading Extension
program in consultation with current and previous year’s teachers. (Refer to the Reading extension policy).

READING AND VIEWING
 Ensure students are exposed to a wide range of reading material across the genres, including print, digital media
and multi-literacies.
 Ensure students can access ‘Good Fit Books’.
 Provide a classroom environment which promotes a love of books and reading where students feel inspired to
read.
 Each classroom is a language rich environment with lots of environmental print, labels, posters, information,
word walls, exemplars, students’ work etc.
 Read to students daily at all levels, including non-fiction material.
 Independent Reading to occur daily with students have a selection of reading material in their independent book
boxes to choose from.
 Encourage students to read at home daily, having ready access to quality literature for their use in the classroom
and at home.
 Provide students with the time and opportunity to explore and experiment with language by collectively reading
and writing.
 Each classroom to have a set-up class library with books selected and categorised in consultation with the
students.
 Range of fiction and non-fiction material available in every classroom.
 Implement a range of high impact practices, including individual conferences, goal-setting and guided reading.
 Explicit teaching of reading strategies based on best practice from the DET Literacy Toolkit and supported by the
‘The Continuum of Literacy Learning PreK–8’ by Fountas and Pinnell.
 Use of regular reading assessments to monitor student progress and differentiate the teaching and learning
program.

WRITING
 Allow time daily to write, and experiment with, a variety of written forms.
 Encourage students to use writing skills – that is handwriting, punctuation, spelling and editing – in all areas of
the curriculum.
 Explicitly teach and use THRASS daily.
 Explicitly plan for and provide students with a variety of spelling strategies appropriate to their needs. (See
Attachment 1).
 Provide feedback on writing at each student’s point of need.
 Expose students to a wide range of written materials which demonstrate different literary styles, modes and
genres.
 Encourage cooperative learning through sharing and responding to each other’s work.
 Use each student’s knowledge and achievements in language as the basis for planning of ongoing programs.
 Provide a classroom environment which promotes opportunities to support the whole of the writing process from
the pre-planning stage through to publishing.
 Phonics and Whole Language approach is used to support students reading and writing across the school with
support from ‘Spelling K-8 Planning and Teaching’ by Diane Snowball and Faye Bolton
 Students will begin to use ‘Look Say Spell Cover Write Check (LSSCWC)’ and spelling investigations to support
their learning in spelling. They use words taken from their own writing to learn, and also use the CSPS wordlist to
support their learning of common words.
 Begin implementing ‘Writer’s Notebook’ for all students from Prep to 6.
 Word Walls in every classroom to support student learning of vocabulary.
 Explicitly teaching the processes and thinking involved in the writing process so that students apply them in their
own writing.
SPEAKING AND LISTENING

 Provide favourable conditions for language learning and development including:
o demonstrations of various forms of language usage
o expectations of high standards of performance
o a variety of methods and resources
o encouragement and feedback to students
o speaking and listening experiences which vary according to audience, situation, purpose and requirements of
individual students.
 Value and encourage students’ discussion before, during and after tasks.

 Plan explicitly for oral language development as an integral part of literacy sessions.
 Provide resources and materials which support language learning.

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE EAL STANDARDS AND THE ENGLISH STANDARDS
The progress of an English as Additional Language (EAL) student learning English should be reported against the
stages of the EAL Standards rather than the levels of the English Standards.
An EAL student is generally considered to be one who:
 Is learning English as a second or additional language.
 Is not as proficient in English as a native English speaker of the same age.
 Exhibits English language structures and features that are typical of those in the process of learning English
 Needs assistance in classroom activities because of their stage of English language development.
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/studentlearning/teachingresources/esl/relationships.htm#5

EVALUATION
The development and implementation of programs under this policy needs to be based on the rigorous evaluation of
data which will be recorded on SPA. Teachers will refer to the school’s assessment schedule, work samples and fourweek plans to record, assess and report on student progress and performance.

Evaluation
This policy will be reviewed every 3 years as per DET requirements.
This policy was reviewed in 2019
The policy will be reviewed in 2022

SPELLING (Attachment 1)

Spelling requires students to draw on a range of knowledge about the English language. This knowledge includes:
 phonological knowledge - knowledge of the sound structure of language
 orthographical knowledge - knowledge of the system of written symbols used to represent spoken language
 morphemic knowledge - knowledge of the smallest parts of words that carry meaning
 etymological knowledge - knowledge of the origins of words (Oakley & Fellowes, 2016, p.6)

IMPLEMENTATION:
 Spelling will be taught explicitly focusing on a wide range of spelling strategies and the Craigieburn South Primary
School Spelling program
 Spelling instruction will be sequential and developmental from Prep – Year 6 as per the Spelling program
 Spelling instruction will focus on letter knowledge, phonological awareness, high frequency words, visual
strategies and meaning/word structure strategies
 Students will be surrounded by a print rich environment with particular focus on high frequency words
 Weekly spelling words should be developed from structured (class list) words, personal (spelling errors from
writing) words and high frequency words
 Integrated curriculum vocabulary will be displayed around the room as interest words.
 Structured (class list) word lists are to be consistent from Prep – Year 6
 Students should have personal dictionaries that move with them through the school
 The home/school partnership is of vital importance.

