Year 1 Newsletter – Term 2
Dear Parents,
Welcome back to Term 2, we hope you enjoyed the holidays and had a restful break. Please note that now that the weather is
getting cooler, all students will need to be in full winter uniform. Please see the message below to check which clothing items
are winter uniform.
It has been very pleasing to see the confident and positive way in which all the students have settled back into the daily
routines of school after the term break. Students are aware of the expectations of their classroom and it is great to see more
students organising themselves each morning. Each day students are encouraged to walk into the classroom alone, unpack
their own bag, change their home reader and begin their Soft Start activity independently. All children have made a lot of
growth with this since the start of the year.

Important Dates / Upcoming Events









7 May
7 May
18 May
9 June
14 June
18 June
24 June
25 June

Mother’s Day Stall
Shoelace Incursion
Aquarium Excursion
Brainstorm Productions
Queen's Birthday (Public holiday)
First Aid in Schools Incursion
Semester 1 reports go home
Term 2 ends; 2:30pm finish

Homework
Homework supplements classroom learning and encourages good study habits. It helps students to be responsible for their
own learning. It is a school expectation that all students complete homework each day. Year 1 homework consists of daily
home reading and daily spelling and number pattern practise. Every day your child will take a home reader to read to an adult
or older sibling at home. Listening to your child read is a positive time to spend together. Home readers need to be signed and
returned to school each day. The spelling and number pattern sheets are sent home each Thursday and need to be returned to
school the following Tuesday. Students are tested on their weekly spelling words each week. Students will only receive new
spelling words if they correctly spell at least four of their five words. If students do not correctly spell at least four of their
spelling words correctly, then they will have the same words to practise for another week. If you have any questions about the
homework, please see your child’s teacher.

Brainstorm Productions – ‘The H Team’ (Wednesday June 9)
On Wednesday June 9, Brainstorm Productions will be coming to our school and presenting ‘The H Team’. Brainstorm
Productions provides an educational theatre experience for primary schools that encourages resilience, healthy behaviour
choices and positive social relationships.
The H Team is an exciting adventure story which inspires students to take responsibility for their own behaviour and wellbeing.
Cal and Mindi are accidently transported from the safety of the ‘H Zone’ and left without their positive mindsets. They succumb
to peer pressure and social media. They must learn to critically evaluate the choices they are making and make good choices.
The H Team fosters teamwork, impulse control, and resilience, to create healthy harmonious school communities.
The production will be shown to students Prep – Year 5 in the school gym and the production is modified according to age
levels.
There is no cost for students who have purchased their year level book pack for 2021 as this cost is included in the book pack
fee.

Uniform
As it is Term 2, all students will need to wear their winter uniform. The winter uniform consists of the winter dress (which can
be worn with blue tights or long socks), school pants, polo shirt, jumper or jacket. Please ensure your child is wearing
supportive BLACK school shoes every day. School hats do not need to be worn this term, however, a plain navy beanie can be
worn outside on cold days. Please remember to clearly label your child’s jumpers and other belongings.

Library

Pick up and drop off

All children need a library bag to protect the books they
borrow from our school library. A plastic bag with your
child’s name on it is fine to use. Regular borrowing helps
children develop literacy skills and establishes the skills of
reading for information and pleasure. Please encourage your
child to borrow regularly from the school library by
discussing and sharing the books they bring home.

Pick up and drop off is at the external door for all Year 1
classes. If you need to speak to your child’s teacher, please
call or email your child’s teacher to organise a time to meet.
If your child is late to school they will need to sign in at the
office before walking into their classroom by themselves.

Healthy Lunches
Please continue to ensure that you pack a nutritious and healthy lunch for your child each day. Students are encouraged to
each their sandwiches and/or fruit before any other snack at lunchtime. We also encourage students to bring water bottles
daily.

Specialist Timetable
Art
Computer
PE
Italian
Science
Library

1A
Monday
Wednesday
Monday
Thursday
Thursday
Friday

1D
Tuesday
Monday
Monday
N/A
Wednesday
Friday

1H
Monday
Tuesday
Monday
Monday
Wednesday
Friday

1L
Monday
Tuesday
Thursday
Monday
Thursday
Friday

1P
Monday
Monday
Monday
N/A
Wednesday
Friday

Integrated Curriculum
Our Integrated Unit this term is ‘Our land’. Students will learn that neighbourhoods provide communities with specific resources
and facilities, influenced by the people that live there. They will look at various types of maps such as street directories, atlases,
Google Maps and Google Earth to see the physical features of the local area and beyond. Students will describe, collect and record
geographical data and our school community and Craigieburn. They will represent it in tables and graphs and interpret it to draw
conclusions. We will look at how we can care for different places in the community. We will discuss how and why people are
connected to their place and other places. As well as what effects has manmade resources had on our community? How does data
affect how we care for our environment? What are the different ways we can care for the environment? Craigieburn is a growing
community.

English
Reading and Viewing
We are developing the students’ knowledge of characters, settings, problems and solutions in stories. We are looking at the
features of both fiction and non-fiction texts. There will be a focus on improving oral language and developing more independent
reading routines. Students will participate in reading groups, focussing on developing better reading strategies and deeper
comprehension. They will learn high frequency words, making predictions, summarising, making connections, retelling and
sequencing of events. We will also focus on word building using iPads, games and comprehension activities as part of the reading
lesson.
Writing
Students will be focusing on expanding their THRASS knowledge with dedicated spelling lessons, followed up with games and
activities. We are focusing on persuasive and informative writing using the correct structure. Students will use their Writer’s
Notebook to write a variety of creative texts. They will learn how to use capital letters, full stops and exclamation marks. They will
learn simple sentences, proper nouns and adjectives. Dedicated handwriting lessons will be focusing on correct letter formation,
placing letters correctly on the dotted thirds lines and using the correct pencil grip.
Speaking and Listening
Students will learn how to improve their speaking skills, such as using appropriate voice projection, pace and volume. They will
participate in class discussions and Show and Tell each week. At the start of each term we focus on discussions about classroom
rules and expectations. Oral language activities expand student’s vocabulary. Oral language is an integral part of every lesson. It is
very important that students develop the skills and confidence to ask good questions and answer in whole sentences.

Mathematics
Number and Algebra
Students will:
Learn to count by 2s, 5s and 10s
Learn numbers 0-100 and what comes before and after
Recognise patterns of the 0-99 chart
Learn how to partition numbers into tens and ones.
Learn how to use place value charts
Learn to solve addition and subtraction problems using a variety of strategies
Recognise and order Australian coins and their value
Recognise and describe one-half as one of two equal parts of a whole
Show half of a group of objects
Measurement and Geometry
Students will:
Explain the length of an event using hours, days, weeks or months
Recognise and classify familiar two-dimensional shapes
Learn about three-dimensional objects and their features
Give and follow directional language to move from one place to another
Statistics and Probability
Students will:
Learn how to read, create and interpret graphs using drawings or objects.
Develop questions to ask their peers to create a graph.
Create a range of graphs including picture and column graphs.

