Prep Newsletter – Term 2
Welcome
Welcome to Term 2. We hope you have had a restful break. The children have settled in nicely and are working hard.
All students have shown persistence to improve their learning. During Term 2, please be mindful of the food you pack
in your child’s lunchbox. It is important that your child eats a variety of healthy foods to help with their concentration
and therefore their learning. Some foods you could pack include sandwiches, fruit, salads, veggie sticks and yoghurt.
The Prep specialist program will continue into Term 2. It is very important that we are encouraging the students to be
responsible and prepared for all areas of learning. Please see below, or your child’s external classroom door, for their
specialist timetable. If your child has library, they will need to return their library bag on or before their allocated
library day. Each Prep student can borrow one book and must return their book in order to borrow another. It is also
very important that students continue to read at home to ensure that they are consolidating their learning. Student
readers must be returned every day so that it can be changed. If you have any questions, please speak with your child’s
classroom teacher.

Important Dates / Upcoming Events
7 May
9 June
11 June
14 June
24 June
25 June

Mother’s Day stall
Brainstorm Productions – ‘The H Team’ (9.45 – 10.45am)
Prep Excursion: Bundoora Farm Park
Queen's Birthday (Public holiday)
Semester 1 reports go home
Last day of Term 2, students finish at 2:30pm

Uniform
As it is Term 2, all students do need to wear their winter uniform. The winter uniform consists of the winter dress (to be
worn with blue tights or white socks), school pants, polo shirt, jumper or jacket.
Please ensure your child is wearing supportive BLACK school shoes every day.
School hats do not need to be worn this term, however a plain navy beanie can be worn outside on cold days.
Please remember to clearly label your child’s jumpers and other belongings.

Homework
Each night your child will be required to read their home reader to an adult to help them with their learning. It is really
important that your child sees this as a positive time.
Home readers must be signed by parents/carers each night and returned to school each day. Your child will also take
words home to read. Please take the time to support your child to learn the words. Once your child begins to learn
these words, they will be able to read more complex texts and reading continues to be enjoyable. During Term 2,
children will bring home their own THRASS chart. We use this valuable spelling resource every day in the classroom. A
copy is going home so that the children can continue their learning at home, with the support of an adult.

Pick up and Drop off
Please remember that pick up and drop off is at your child’s external classroom door. Please do not enter the school
buildings prior to 8:45am as per the school rule. If you need to talk to your child’s teacher, please organise a time to
meet or wait until 8:45am. If your child arrives after 9:00am they will need to be signed in at the office.
We also encourage children to carry their own bags and walk in class themselves as this promotes independence.

Brainstorm Productions – ‘The H Team’ (Wednesday June 9)
On Wednesday 9 June, Brainstorm Productions will be coming to our school and presenting ‘The H Team’. Brainstorm
Productions provides an educational theatre experience for primary schools that encourages resilience, healthy
behaviour choices and positive social relationships.
The H Team is an exciting adventure story, which inspires students to take responsibility for their own behaviour and
wellbeing. Cal and Mindi are accidently transported from the safety of the ‘H Zone’ and left without their positive
mindsets. They succumb to peer pressure and social media. They must learn to critically evaluate the choices they are
making and make good choices.
The H Team fosters teamwork, impulse control, and resilience, to create healthy harmonious school communities.
The production will be shown to students in Prep to Year 5 in the school gym and the production is modified according
to age levels.
There is no cost for students who have purchased their year level book pack for 2021 as this cost is included in the
book pack fee.

Specialist Timetable
Science
PE
Library
Arts
ICT

PB
Thursday
Thursday
Tuesday
Friday
Wednesday

PY
Monday
Thursday
Tuesday
Thursday
Tuesday

PK
Monday
Thursday
Tuesday
Thursday
Wednesday

PN
Thursday
Thursday
Tuesday
Friday
Tuesday

English
Reading and Viewing:
During their second term at school students will be continuing to learn about letters, sounds and words. They will be
reading a variety of texts and will begin to use a range of reading strategies to work out unknown words. During our
reading sessions, there will be a strong focus on comprehension and questioning. We will also be exploring different
letter combinations and sounds. Students will continue to learn their weekly words at school and will receive words
from the school list to learn at home. They will learn to recognise different text types and the differences between
imaginative and informative texts. Students will recognise that texts are created by authors who tell stories and share
experiences that may be similar or different to students’ own experiences.
Writing:
This term students will be extending their knowledge of letters and sounds in words. They will be attempting to record
sounds that they hear in words when writing. We will be writing recounts each week, so remember to have discussions
with your child about what activities they did on the weekend. Throughout the term, we will focus on elements of an
imaginative text, such as characters, settings, problems and the beginning, middle and end of a story. Students will also
be focusing on creating short informative texts to explore, record and report ideas and events using familiar words and
writing knowledge. They will learn to correctly form letters and recognise when capital letters are used, particularly at
the beginning of names. It is important that your child knows how to write their name using a capital letter at the
beginning. Please encourage your child to write their name with the correct formation.
Speaking and Listening:
We will be starting Show and Tell this term. Your child will be asked to bring something to school or talk about
something each week to build on their social speaking skills. Students will listen to and respond orally to texts and to
the communication of others in informal and structured classroom situations using interaction skills, including listening,
while others speak. Your child’s teacher will let each student know what day their Show and Tell will be on. We are also
going to be working on learning how to ask good questions not only during Show and Tell but whilst reading, writing
and working on our maths.

Mathematics
Number and Algebra:
The topics we will be covering this term in Numeracy are number names, more or less, ‘ty’ and ‘teen’ numbers, and
ordinal numbers. Students will be involved in matching a collection of objects, with numerals and number names. We
will learn about ‘teen’ numbers using number lines and 100s charts. Students will become familiar with the terms ‘one
more and one less’ by counting in the correct sequence either forwards or backwards. In addition, students will use
concrete materials to model number stories on a ten frame with numbers to 20. Students will also be learning about
ordinal numbers from 1st to 10th. They will be involved in activities and class games where they will be able to read,
understand and order objects using ordinal numbers.
Measurement and Geometry:
In Measurement and Geometry, students will be learning about length, location and mass. They will be using everyday
objects to measure and compare items to indicate which items are longer or shorter. For Location, students will learn
and apply different location words such as over, under, beside, next to, in and on, by taking part in ‘treasure’ hunts,
reading maps of our school, Bundoora Park Farm and Craigieburn. In Mass, students will be involved with using handson materials where they will explore and heft to develop their understanding of heavier and lighter

Integrated Curriculum
This term our Integrated Curriculum topic is Growing Up. As the title suggests the students will be learning about the
different stages of life from when they were a baby until old age. They will be brainstorming, comparing and sharing
personal events, items and knowledge.
We will be attending an excursion to Bundoora Park Farm – ‘What do living things need?’ later this term in relation to
our integrated topic. The program provides students with a variety of learning experiences that investigate the cycle of
living things from birth to adulthood, gestation and the birth of a new generation.
This hands-on education program aims to link the understanding that animals have basic survival needs with real live
animals and their environments. Students will learn how we care for the animals and plants on the farm to ensure that
their basic needs are met and that the animals enjoy a good quality of life.

